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MISSION

American Institute of Architects
advocates for the value of
architecture and gives architects the
resources they need to do their best
work. AlA's work drives positive

change through the power of design.

Founded in 1857 by 13 architects,
the organization is now over 90,000
members strong with over 260
chapters around the world.

AlA International is the broadest
geographical region of the American
Institute of Architects, providing a
collaborative leadership platform to
empower members and encourage
global success through best
practice, innovative thinking and
design excellence.

AlA Japan is a bridge between US
professional practices and Japanese
design firms, professional
associations and educational
institutions, engaging in a dialogue
to enhance the architectural practice
in Japan through local events,
educational programs, mentorship
and overseas travel activities.



WELCOME

We are a truly unique community of
design professionals. Our members,
mainly residing in Japan, are leaders
in architectural design, construction,
research, education, and other allied
practices, with strong ties to
counterpart professionals in the US
and the international architectural
community.

AlA Japan was founded in 2005 by
five dedicated AIA members residing
and working in Japan. Today, we are
one of seven International AIA
Chapters that make up the AlIA
International Region, with more than
70 members across Japan (there are
more than 90,000 AIA members
across the globe). In 2015, AIA
Japan was officially incorporated as
a non-profit General Incorporated
Association (Ippan Shadan Houijin
it E7EN). We operate on a strictly
voluntary basis.

All of our members, colleagues,
alliance partners, and sponsors are
captivated in exactly the same
vision: the passion for great design
of the built environment. AlIA Japan
exists to support this concept with
professional tools, education, and
activities for our members.

In addition, AlIA Japan serves as the
bridge between Japanese and
American (and international)
architects.

Because Japan is one of the world’s
leading architecturally vibrant
nations with world-renowned
architects (a number of whom are
AlA Japan members) and structures,
there is great interest in Japanese
design, architecture and
construction from all over the world.
AlA Japan is fortunate and proud to
be providing a key role of this
community.

AIA Membership welcomes US
licensed architects, architects
licensed anywhere in the world
(International Associate Member),
those who are not yet licensed
(Associate AIA Member), and
Student Members to be a part of
AlA Japan.

Now in its 13th year, AlA Japan still
has ample room to grow. This is
particularly true with the robust
construction market in recent years
ahead of the 2020 Olympic games,
where opportunities continue to
expand for international architects
to work in Japan. We invite you to
engage us, and become part of this
great team.

Daishi Yoshimoto AlA
President









PUBLIC
PROGRAMMING

CONVERSATIONS ON THE CITY
is a series of open-ended
conversations from a group of
leading thinkers from design, art,
science, and media about life in the
contemporary city. In different but
compelling ways, the work of each
of these individuals helps us better
understand the pleasures and
frustrations of living an urban life,
and asks questions that challenge
the way we see and think about the
city. Each conversation is structured
around a broad theme but all will
explore how fundamental values like
openness and access help shape
our experience of Japan and give
cities their vitality and meaning.

PROJECTS IN PLANNING is an
ongoing series of presentations that
explore a single project in its early
stages of development, to help
deepen public understanding of how
major projects in Japan are designed
and built.

MONOGRAPH IN MOTION is an
ongoing series of public tours that
celebrates the work of design firms
that have had a significant impact on
Japan's built environment.

MADE IN JAPAN Through tours,
talks, and other programs,
participants will have a chance to
tour the spaces where
entrepreneurs, technologists, and
inventors are re-imagining
manufacturing through the
development of new technologies
such as peer-to-peer platforms and
3D printing.

ENGINEERED IN JAPAN highlights
and celebrates state-of-the-art
structural engineering. Tours of
significant projects completed within
the last ten years will give
participants a chance to learn about
a new generation of Japanese icons
from the perspective of the structural
engineers who helped transform
them from idea into reality.

FIELD GUIDE is a one-day event
that explores a single neighborhood
through its buildings. Field Guide
opens the doors to a wide cross-
section of sites—from design studios
and fabrication shops to cultural
facilities and local landmarks- to
consider the mix of spaces, large
and small, that work in concert to
create a great neighborhood.



AlA JAPAN

DESIGN AWARDS

AlA Japan invites professional
architects and architecture students
to submit projects for its annual
Design Awards, with a presentation
and ceremony held each November.

AlA Japan members are professional
architects and design professionals.
The separate student category is a
way of recognizing design
excellence among aspiring future
architects by encouraging them to
pursue further study towards entry
into the profession. Student designs
are reviewed by the same notable
jury as the professional awards.

Our mission is to:

* Encourage excellence in
architectural design and planning.

* Provide an opportunity for our
members to gain professional
recognition for their work by their
peers and the public.

+ Raise awareness of design
excellence in the business
community and among the
general public.









AlA
GOLD MEDAL

The Gold Medal is the AlA’s highest
annual honor, recognizing individuals
whose work has had a lasting
influence on the theory and practice
of architecture. Considered one of
the most prestigious awards in the
architecture world, the Gold Medal
has been received by well renowned
architects such as Moshe Safdie,
Denise Scott Brown & Robert
Venturi, and Paul Revere Williams.
The Gold Medal is open to a single
individual (living or deceased), or two
individuals, who have created a body
of distinguished architectural work.

The award is one of the architectural
profession’s top honors, and
comparable only to the Pritzker
Architecture Prize, the Praemium
Imperial, and the RIBA Royal Gold
Medal.

Past Japanese winners of

the prestigious prize include Kenzo
Tange (1966), Tadao Ando (2002),
and Fumihiko Maki (2011).



STUDENT
PROGRAM

Our annual student program
sponsors a group of six young
architects and future AIA members
on a trip to the Pacific Northwest
over three weeks in the autumn.

Japanese students have the rare
opportunity to tour significant
architecture in the region and also to
experience first hand professional
life in contemporary American
architectural practices.

This program is arranged in
coordination with the local chapters
AlA Portland and AIA Seattle, and
with architecture schools in Oregon
and Washington.

The student program is generously
sponsored by Autodesk.

{\ AUTODESK
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SPONSORSHIP

OPPORTUNITIES

As our industry changes and
continues to grow, relationships
are increasingly important to every
organization’s survival and
prosperity. The American Institute
of Architects Japan sponsorship
program focuses on supporting
the development of strategic
relationships between our
members and our sponsors.

The benefits of partnership with AIA
Japan are many. Sponsors have
exclusive opportunities to reach

and be recognized as leaders in the
industry by more than 2,500 living
abroad and working outside of the
United States. Take advantage of
these opportunities and demonstrate
a commitment to high quality built
environments by becoming a partner
today.

EXPOSURE Each year, AlA Japan
produces a diverse calendar of
educational programs and
networking events which offer
unique opportunities to promote
your business directly to local
architectural communities, allied
professionals and design enthusiasts
that participate in these events.
Through our international chapter
networks, our reach is far beyond
our membership roster.

POSITIONING Demonstrate your
leadership in areas that matter to
your business and position your
company as a thought leader and
source of trusted information. There
is no better opportunity to
differentiate your firm from your
competition to the people who can
make a difference in your success.

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING Being a
partner is a cost-effective way to
gain access to AlA Japan members
and help develop the key
relationships needed for your
company to maximize its potential in
our evermore competitive industry.



GET LECTURED

DON YOSHINO

2018.05.10 \

WeWork Ginza
Ginza Six 13F
6-10-1 Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo
19:00 | Free RSVP at aiajapan.org

Don Yoshino is principal of Yoshino
Architecture, located in Boca Raton, Florida.
Following a graduate program in Japanese
architectural history at Kyoto University, he
became project manager for DMJM Tokyo, and

then vice president-in-charge of the international

division at PAE International. Yoshino received his AIA

Service to Society fellowship as former president of the

Board of Trustees at the Morikami Museum and Japanese
Gardens, where he assisted in the seven-year development

of the award-winning Rojien Gardens. In 2017 he was conferred
the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays from the Foreign
Ministry of Japan for his continuous work in bridging the culture
between Japan and the United States.
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