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With the aim of projecting alternative, humanistic and sustainable forms of
urbanism, landscapes and future cities, the lecture will address the following issues:
-what are the key humanistic issues of an ecological urbanism?

-How might they be organized?
-And what role might design and planning in landscape architecture play in the
process?

The lecture will explore whether, and how, new, older and shrinking cities can be
sustainable and socially just including addressing an understanding of ecology beyond
the environmental to include the societal, political, and the cultural. These questions
will be explored through the examination of an international planning and design
conference and exhibition at Harvard University titled ‘Ecological Urbanism:
Alternative and Sustainable Cities of the Future’ held last year in April, 2009 at the
Graduate School of Design. Questions, issues, discussion and case studies presented
at the conference will be critically examined as a potentially new paradigm in the
design planning and management of the urban environment in addition to case studies
drawn from the presenters own professional experience.

The lecture examines how designers and planners can use their projective
capacities to imagine better futures and in particular urban landscape futures. Whether
confronting increasing pressure to respond positively to current global conditions such
as biodiversity loss, climate change, overdevelopment and urban population
densification, aggressive disasters of disease, public health and social inequality and
the effects of economic recession, or capitalizing on global achievements such as
ease of trans-continental movement, technological advancement, social freedoms,
and bio-political knowledge, designers and planners have recently been compelled to
assume a more speculative posture and to lead in imagining better environmental
futures. The lecture will look at the instrumental role that ecological urbanity or urban
design plays in propelling projective thinking. It will also ask questions about
technological determinism and how technology has often propelled the imagination of
better futures through form.
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